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liberal definition of Christianity. " I had rather/' he emphatically declared, " that Mahometanism were permitted amongst us, than that one of God's children should be persecuted/* It was in consequence of these debates that Milton, in May, 1652, addressed to Cromwell the sonnet in which he adjured him to remember that " peace hath victories no less renowned than war."
" New foes arise
Threatening to bind our souls with secular chains ; Help us to save free conscience from the paw Of hireling wolves whose gospel is their maw."
But Milton did not share Cromwell's belief in the necessity of an Established Church, and it was Vane, not Cromwell, whom he praised as the statesman who knew the true bounds of either sword, and had learnt what severed the spiritual from the civil power. By the time the sonnet to Vane was written, ecclesiastical controversies had fallen into the background ; the short period of peace and reform was over; Cromwell and Vane alike were forced to turn their attention to the problems of foreign policy and the tasks of war.
When Cromwell left England in the summer of 1649, all the world seemed hostile to the Republic. Worcester made Great Britain once more a power in Europe, and foreign States began to seek the friendship of the Republic, or at least to fear its enmity.
This great change was chiefly due to Cromwell's victories. "Truth is," wrote Bradshaw to Crom-wel! after Dunbar, " God's blessing upon the wise